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PRET A HABITER – READY TO INHABIT 

FEEL AT HOME IN PARIS, NEW YORK, LONDON, TOKYO AND BERLIN; SIMULTANEOUSLY. 

“HOME”, ONCE A PERSONAL “FORTRESS OF SOLITUDE”, NOW AN ONLINE COMMODITY EVERYWHERE, MARKS A TIDAL SHIFT IN A SUBTLE 

TRANSITION TOWARDS A NEWFOUND SHARING ECONOMY. AS OUR NOTIONS OF THE PUBLIC, PRIVATE, TEMPORARY, PERMANENT, GENERIC AND 

SPECIFIC, ARE YET AGAIN CHALLENGED BY INDISTINGUISHABILITY. WE, WHO "ARRIVE AS LOCALS" AND  "BELONG ANYWHERE," MUST 

RECONDITION OUR ARCHAIC UNDERSTANDING OF MOBILITY AND DOMESTICITY IN AN EVER-INCREASING WORLD OF VIRTUAL “SHARING”, AND 

ITS INHERENT ARCHETYPE OF ‘NOMADICITY’; WE MUST UPDATE THE WAY WE CONSTRUCT NOT JUST OUR BUILT ENVIRONMENT, BUT 

RELATIONSHIPS AMONG OURSELVES, AND OUR POSSESSIONS. HOWEVER, IN DESIRABLE URBAN SPACES, AIRBNB IS FACILITATING THE 

CULTIVATION OF A GENTRIFIED MONOCULTURE THAT JEOPARDIZES DIVERSITY. CONSEQUENTLY, AN AIRBNB NEIGHBORHOOD IS NOT A 

PROFITABLE MEANS TO COLLECTIVELY CONSUME, BUT AN INTERNATIONAL BEDROOM COMMUNITY OF "POST-TOURIST" MOBILE WORKERS. 

AIRBNB MAKES CITIES MORE AFFORDABLE, AS ITS INFLUX OF GUESTS UNDERTAKES A MUCH MORE UTILITARIAN APPROACH TO THE URBAN 

REALM, YET RAISES QUESTIONS AS TO WHETHER THIS FORM OF SOCIAL BEHAVIOR LIBERATES OR FURTHER ENTRAPS OUR SOCIETY; AS THESE 

NEWLY ADMINISTERED LAWS OF EXCHANGE SLOWLY RELIEVE US OF A SENSE OF OWNERSHIP AND IDENTITY.

PERHAPS THE HOMO-ECONOMICUS DOES NOT FULLY COMPREHEND THE URBAN IMPLICATIONS OF THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO GENTRIFICATION, 

BUT WILL IT MATTER ONCE EVERYWHERE WEARS THE SAME NORDIC FURNITURE, STOCKS THE SAME CHICKEN SANDWICH, AND POURS THE 

SAME SEATTLE COFFEE?
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